
Avv. Lifang Dong
April 22, 2021

Doing Business in Italy
Tips and Cases 



​Who we are

Dong & Partners is an international law firm, founded in 
2010 by Avv. Lifang Dong. The office is headquarted in 
Rome, Italy, and provides tailor-made assistance to Asian 
businesses investing in Europe (mainly in Italy, 
Switzerland, U.K.), as well as European companies 
investing in Asia (mainly in Greater China i.e. Mainland 
China, Hong Kong, Macao, Taiwan), in  complex cross 
border transactions across all financial, industrial and 
commercial sectors.
Dong & Partners helps entrepreneurs to grow in new 
markets with appropriate legal, fiscal, management 
structures and people, financing, digital business 
solutions and marketing strategies, by minimizing 
investment risks and increasing profits through its 
trusted professional and business network around the 
world.

​Our team speaks fluent English, Chinese mandarin, 
Wenzhou dialect, Italian, Spanish, French etc.

International network

Dong & Partners enjoys a great institutional and international 
relationships in Asia and Europe built by Avv. Lifang Dong over 
twenty years, bridging business and culture opportunities 
along the New Silk Road, obtaining support and recognition 
from public and private authorities, embassies, associations, 
universities, financial institutions, media etc.
Through our well consolidated professional and business 
international networks (lawyers, accountants, financial 
advisers, labor consultants, managers, architects, digital 
marketing companies, executive search companies, wealth 
management companies, banks, funds, asset evaluation 
companies, investigation companies, etc.), we can offer tailor-
made service to our multinational clients in different countries.



Founder & Managing Partner
Avv. Lifang Dong

• First Italian lawyer of Chinese heritage

• Language skills: English, Italian, Chinese Mandarin, Wenzhou dialect, French

• Legal Counsel of Legal Advisory Committee of All-China Federation of Returned Overseas 
Chinese (ACFROC), selected as representative for Italy

• Legal Counsel of China State Council's Chinese Overseas Office, selected as representative 
for Italy in Europe

• Member of Chinese Judicial Studies Association (CJSA), founded by the China Supreme 
People's Court, selected as representative for Italy 

• Chief Representative of Wenzhou International Arbitration Center in Rome

• Legal counsel of the Embassy of the People's Republic of China in Italy

• 1st Chinese origin former Member of the Task Force China of the Italian Ministry of 
Economic Development (One Belt One Road) 

• Member of the International and European Law Commi ssion of the Rome Bar Association

See my CV by clicking here

https://www.dongpartners.eu/
https://www.dongpartners.eu/
https://www.dongpartners.eu/


May 31, 2018
Best foreign entrepreneur in Italy for 
the Innovation category at the 
Moneygram Awards 2018. 

It is the first time, in the Prize's ten 
years-history, that a lawyer of 
Chinese origin obtains this 
recognition. 

Recognized as the "bridge" between 
the East and the West, as well as 
between the Chinese community and 
the Italian institutions, aiding the 
internationalization of Italian and 
Chinese excellences.



What we do?

1. Tax, Legal & Labour Assistance

– Visa and Immigration Assistance

– Sworn Translation and legalization of 
documents

2. Business Center

– Company & Professional domiciliation​

– Meeting rooms & Furnished and independent 
temporary offices

3. Business Development & Internationalization 

– Strategic Advisory for foreign markets

– Digital marketing and innovative solutions

– Foreign investments - M&A Projects - 
Commercial, industrial and financial 
partnerships

4. International Relations & Cooperation

– ​VIP Institutional and commercial delegations

5. Training & Academy

– Webinars & Seminars for public institutions, 
business associations, companies and 
professionals

– Executive Courses - Lectures at Universities



New opportunities for China – Europe Relations

• On Dec. 30, 2020, Chinese President Xi Jinping and European leaders announced the conclusion of 
the negotiations, which began in 2013, for the China - EU investment treaty. The Treaty implies the 
opening of the Chinese market to European companies, especially in the manufacturing, 
construction, advertising, air transport, maritime services, telecommunications, healthcare and 
cloud computing sectors.

• On March 1, 2021, the bilateral agreement between China and the European Union on 
geographical indications  took effect. It provides for the mutual recognition of a double list of 100 
European and Chinese geographical indications of agri-food products. The Agreement, signed on 
September 14, 2020 after 22 rounds of negotiations started in 2011. Among the Chinese 
geographical indications included: Pixian Dou Ban (Pixian bean paste), Anji Bai Cha (Anji white tea), 
Panjin Da Mi (Panjin rice) and Anqiu Da Jiang (Anqiu ginger). On the other hand the European 
geographical indications include: Queso Manchego, Champagne, Cava, Polska Wódka, Feta, 
Münchener Bier, Irish whiskey, Porto and Ouzo and 26 geographical indications of Italian products.

• On Feb. 9, 2021, the China CEEC (Central and Eastern Europe Countries) Summit  was held via 
videoconference, with the participation, for the first time, of President Xi Jinping. China confirmed 
its willingness to supply the anticovid vaccine, which Hungary and Serbia have already agreed to 
provide in their territories. China undertook for the next five years to purchase products worth 170 
billion dollars and to increase trade in the agricultural sector. Another important area of ​​
cooperation in the CEEC area is infrastructure. The next cooperation projects are aimed at 
completing the trade route that connects the Malacca Strait in Southeast Asia and Poland, passing 
through the port of Piraeus.

• In 2020 China became the first trading partner of the European Union with an increase in imports 
from China of 5.6%, for a total of 383.5 billion euros and an increase in European exports of 2.2% 
(202,5 billion euro), according to Eurostat data.



New opportunities for China – Italy Relations

• The 2020 was the 50th anniversary of the Diplomatic Relations between the two countries and already 
16 years since the signing of the strategic partnership. Moreover, during President Xi Jinping's visit to Italy 
between 21-23 March 2019, Italy and China signed a Memorandum of Understanding for cooperation in 
the context of the New Silk Road Project. 

• On December 29, 2020, the 10th Session of the Italy-China Intergovernmental Committee ended, held 
online and co-chaired by the Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Luigi Di 
Maio, and by the Councilor of State and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China, 
Wang Yi. The following strategic sectors of Sino-Italian cooperation have been identified: energy, 
petrochemical, steel and infrastructure, with projects that will develop on the Chinese market, but also in 
third countries with the collaboration of Chinese and Italian companies. During the meeting, Italy's 
participation as guest of honor at the "International Winter Sports Expo 2021" was also announced.

• The G20 Summit in Riyadh was held online on 21 and 22 Nov. 2020, during which the handover between 
the Saudi Presidency and the Italian Presidency of the next Summit of 30 and 31 October 2021 took place. 
The program of the Italian G20 presidency will focus on three pillars: People, Planet and Prosperity. On 
Feb. 2, 2021, the Chinese ambassador to Italy, Li Junhua interviewed by the Xinhua news agency declared 
that China supports the Italian presidency of the G20

• Another important element of the Sino-Italian cooperation is the strengthening of Italian export to the 
Chinese market, which already exceeded 12 billion euro in December 2020, with a +35% year on year in 
November (ISTAT data) despite the difficulties related to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• Italy is the 3rd country in Europe after the United Kingdom and Germany for Chinese outbound 
investments  and the 4th European exporter to China after Germany, the United Kingdom and France. 
China is the 3rd exporter to Italy, after France and Germany. The main sectors for china export are 
textiles and electronics.

• The tourism sector was one of the hardest hit by the Covid-19 pandemic. Italy was the second most 
visited European country by the Chinese after France in 2018. Chinese tourist flows in Italy decreased due 
to the contagion restriction measures. Italy and China have 110 sites protected by Unesco, 55 each.



Examples of successful Chinese-Italian cooperation (1)

In 2016 the Italian company Danieli and Azerbaijan Baku Steel 
Company signed a contract for the construction of a turnkey 
metallurgical complex worth over $ 1.3 billion. 

Due to the non-financing of the works, the contract was taken 
over by China CAMC Engineering Co. In March 2019, among 
the commercial agreements signed, we find a 400 million euro 
contract between Danieli & C. Officine Meccaniche S.p.A. and 
China CAMC Engineering Co for the supply of machinery and 
technological equipment to be installed in the integrated steel 
plant which will be built by the Chinese group in Azerbaijan. 



Examples of successful Chinese-Italian cooperation (2)

In 2014, Shanghai Electric Corporation took over 40% of Ansaldo Energia Spa from 
the Italian Strategic Fund for 400 million euros. In 2018 at the China International 
Import Expo, Shanghai Electric Gas Turbine and Ansaldo Energia sign a contract of 
approximately 60 million euros for the supply of the first class H gas turbine 
destined for the Minhang plant in China. In March 2019 other commercial 
agreements were signed on Technological collaboration and supply of the Gas 
Turbine.

After the M&A operation, the Group has received over 50 orders of turbines 
worldwide including Serbia, Pakistan and Russia for a value exceeding half a billion 
euros. This operation is a successful example of matching the quality of Italian 
production and the Chinese commercial strength.



Examples of successful Chinese-Italian cooperation (3)

Sino-Italian investment project of 1 billion euro to develop an electric car 
innovation hub in the Italian Motor Valley sited in Emilia Romagna Region, through 
the creation of a Joint Venture between FAW Group Corporation (FAW), one of the 
oldest and largest Chinese automobile manufacturers and the start-up specialized 
in automotive engineering and design Silk EV.

Design and development will be in Emilia-Romagna, while large-scale production 
will be both in Emilia-Romagna and Changchun in China.

In Emilia Romagna region are headquartered brands known all over the world: 
Automobili Lamborghini, Dallara, Ducati, Ferrari, Haas, Magneti Marelli, Maserati, 
Pagani and Toro Rosso.



Examples of successful Chinese-
Italian cooperation (4)

Regarding the role of Italian ports, there are also great potentials and 
opportunities in the New Silk Road. The Italian ports are in a strategic 
position in the heart of the Mediterranean and enjoy an excellent 
network of connections. Some investments have already been made. 

For example, in 2016 Cosco shipping ports and Qingdao international 
development (Hong Kong) become shareholders with 40% and 9.9% of 
Vado Gateway, the Container Terminals of Vado Ligure controlled by 
Apm Terminals (Dutch company part of the Danish group Ap Moller 
-Maersk). 

In 2018 the president of the port system authority of the northern 
Adriatic sea (Pino Musolino) signed a MOU with the CEO of the Piraeus 
Port Authority, Fu Chengqiu, to enhance the traffic flows between the 
two ports. 

Also in 2018 in Ravenna China Merchant Group invested 10 million for a 
ship and plant design center for the oil & gas sector and interior design 
of cruise ships. 

In March 2019, the ports of Genoa and Trieste signed commercial 
agreements with the China Communication Construction Company. 

The ports of the Center - South of Italy (i.e. Bari, Napoli, Catania) could 
also play an important role as the gateway to Europe for cargo ships 
arriving in the Mediterranean from the Suez Canal. In this area there 
exist also Special Economic Zones with tax benefits and incentives.



Examples of successful Chinese-
Italian cooperation (5)

The Ningbo Sino-Italy Ecological Park was created in 2014 in accordance with the 
Italian and the Chinese Government. It is the only ecological park of Zhejiang 
Province and one of the only 8 parks for international cooperation in China. The 
park is strategically located in the Yangtze River Delta in Zhejiang Province. It also 
hosts an incubator and research and development center in collaboration with 
Tsinghua University. 

Sectors of cooperation: Automotive, Aerospace, Environment-Green Economy and 
Life Sciences. 

On Dec. 12, 2019 D&P welcomed in Rome an institutional and commercial 
delegation of the city of Ningbo, led by Lin Huichuan, Division Chief of the Ningbo 
Municipal Commission of Commerce. Other members of the delegation were: Yan 
Wencheng, Division Chief of Portoffice of Ningbo Municipal People's Government, 
Bao Weiwei, Vice Division Chief of the Ningbo Municipal Commission of 
Commerce, Li Jian, Vice Director of the General Services Bureau of Sino-Italy 
Ningbo Ecological Park Adminstrative Committee, Cao Ye , Vice Director of Ningbo 
(jiangbei) Hi-tech industrial Park Administrative Committee. 

The delegation had the opportunity to meet representatives of the Italian Ministry 
for Economic Development, the Italian Trade Agency, Tecnopolo Tiburtino (first 
technological pole of the city of Rome) and Spazio Attivo Roma Tecnopolo 
(certified incubator for the creation and development of new high-tech startups).



Contact Details:

Palazzo Albertoni Spinola
Piazza di Campitelli 2, 00186 Rome (Italy)

Office Tel. +39-06-916-505-710
WhatsApp/WeChat +39-333-732-9573

Email: info@dongpartners.eu ; lifang@dongpartners.eu 
Website: www.dongpartners.eu 

Join our newsletter and follow us on our social media channels!

mailto:info@dongpartners.eu
mailto:lifang@dongpartners.eu
http://www.dongpartners.eu/
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